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This is our second Report using Digital Precision's DESKTOP 
PUBLISHER COP? only this time we are actually writing the Report 
from within DP uith the help of SPELLBOUND, The tuo so for seem to 
work fire together, fis ue have said before, ue dislike the fact 
that DP will not word-urap but that is the only thing that makes 
the program slightly frustrating to use. SPELLBOUND ensures that 
ve are not making any spelling mistakes and ve do Nike the look 
that OP gives to the Report, 


Rs you may have noticed in last month's Report, ve made a fair 
amount of errors. The first page, for example, wos too “short” and 
in a feu instances, uhen ue imported text, ue had on extra line in 
a feu paragraphs which did not, ve admit, look very professional, 
We have also noticed that vhen using SPELLBOUND, every time we use 
hat word, it tunes it tutce which is strange. khen you save the 
page, the window shoving the mode SPELLBGUMD is in and the word 
checking” is also saved. As long as you enter more text later, 
this will disappear. Or, you can usually have it lou enough on the 
page to "white it out? as a diest resort, 


So, here ve are with real desktop publishing on the OL! And able 
to be used in conjunction with a spelling checker/corrector at the 
some time, [ine of the stronger selling points about the OL hos al- 
ways heen its excellence in the field of word-processing. This 

ould now be enhanced vith the desktop programs nou becoming 


“Satvai lable. 
OTHER NENS) 


In the neus department, ve keep hearing rumours that festrad "may" 
want to do something with the GL but officially they say "no de- 
cision has been made.” 


He ore hearing from a lot of third party people that Futura is 
strictly vaporuare and vill never be released. Sandy insists the 
frochine vili be out by the = ond of sumer. 


We know of a certain dealer who is advertisina the @L in such “non 
Sinclair" publications as DR. DOBBS JOURNAL with a suggested 
retail of $289! Nice if you con get it. ALL other dealers and even 
the distributor are selling the machine right around the $199.95 
suggested retail that has been the current price for wer a year. 


The price of OL TALKER has been reduced to $39.95 plus a tittie 
for shipping. At this price, it is a very good buy. The sound on 
the TALKER is excellent ond it is very easy to incorporate speech 
into your oun Prooratis. 


DHEREG GUCE) TW H SEER 
PART ONE 


ftigttal Precision has a sheet with the above-mentioned name that 
ts most knoun bugs and what the “fix” is for each, if any. We 

Natl List some of them in this Report ond finish the list either 

next month or the month after. We hope it proves beneficial. 





lie vill tist in this issue a description of the bugs that DO NOT 
have a fix. In other words, proceed under penalty of loss of pro- 
gram, data, etc, 


DES te EL 


WHEN as an immediate commend can crash BASIC. DON'T BO IT! 





Deleting a AHEM statement can crash BASIC. bow T 50 IT! 
RREN interacts badiy with RENUH. B0N'T BO IT! 
HER does not clear RHEN ERROR DORT Bü IT! 


NRUHning a file of direct commands 
taures Farious probl EnS. BONT 88 IT! 


“BRB LIME’ IN file of direct connands ean eroth 
the machine. DON’T LET IT HAPPEN! 


Trying ta je"p out of a procedure with 
an END REP can cause prebless . DON'T 80 IT! 


Floating point arrays art limited te 
ök elements. DÖNT BO IF! 


Host of these bugs are in the JJS, JSU, and HG ROMS. The last 
one mentioned is only in the Ji. 





When ve received a recent order from Digital Precision, Freddy 
Vacha had scribbled on the bottom of the invoice, “Friendly tip— 
Fidersoft in trouble,” Eidersoft vas one of the first companies to 
support the QL and has produced some excellent QL software and 
hordvere- 1.C.£., Qspell, Karate, ICICLE, their House System, and 
were listed as the U.K. distributor for CST's THOR. They had con- 
centrated more in the past year on Atari ST softuare and hardware, 
Their ST version of Karate, which was based on the QL version, did 
very vell both here ond in Englend ond Europe. 


Aino ther source informed us that as of Friday, July 17th, they had 
folded. We have telexed Ken Browninga, the director. We know that 
Fidersoft has recently released some excellent utility programs 
for the ST, among them a sprite designer and a sound designer. 


The latest rumour ue hove heard is that PEIL is offering Eidersoft 
creditors 48 pence on the pound ond vill control all Eidersoft 
concerns, We hove not been oble to ascertain whether or not this 
means there vill still be Eidersoft product for the Ql available 
or not. 











RLE stands for Run-time encoded graphics and ue first did an wti- 
cle on it in on issue of GLR last year. We printed a Listing by 
Letfeldt wich enabled you to dowmload pictures from Compu- 
serve (they hove g vhole section for screen pictures of all types? 
onto your monitor. With one of manu of the screen dump programs av. 
aiiable you could then set a herdcopy via yar printer, 


DESKTOP hos a “load picture” feature vhich ve will atteapt to des- 
cribe to you nou. Chuck Platt, one of our reviewers, sent us some 
PLE pictures from Compuserve, From uithin DESETO, choose the 
“load picture “ option and then choose the option for “full screen 
"as apposed to the one which asks for on EYER screen, Önce the 
screen is loaded, you can “cut” ony portion of if you desire, or 
turn it upside down, mirror it, etc. Below is an ME picture uhich 
ost of uou should recoonize, 


Once I get the picture of Uncle Clive on screen I con then clip it 
to whatever size I uant. When I om done, I press the escape key 
and the picture is ait into memory, After that, vhenever I umt t 
use the picture, I simply press the CONTROL. SHIFT ond “H” keus 
es after positioning the cursor 
ee, Gt the desired position and 
the picture is cut in as you 
see here. By properly positioning 
vindas for text, you can create the 
illusiondalmest) of the text "urap 
ping around” the picture, AL! in alll 
with the ability to pull in oraphics 
from RE pictures, DESKTOP con 
create g very professional looking 
newsletter, catalog or whatever, Ue 
have been using the program for less 
than a month but already feel very 
comforiahte uith tt. 






#,Uilibrory of pictures, Browse 
Withrouan it sometige, 


7 8 
Since on interest had been expressed in a fouer pric 


replacement keyboard for the Gi, I determined to atteapt 
to build one. The falloying uill reiate my experience, 


\ Resoaber Compuserve hes a huge 





Having acquired a O about a veo ond a Malf ogo, I 
setl dbut «becoming familiar with Super Basic. Having 
acomplished this Gore or less, J] recently purchased a 
sandy Super G Board uith atl the adie that oo sith it, 


I rot hed everything availabie but a mouse md a good 
keyboard, The mouse can be retrofitted inter, ond moy 
uell be ot sær tise, 


Te feel of th @& keuboord was not geat, but 
tolerable. The thing that uas intolerable uss the stronge 
Glaresent of the cursor keys. It alsa uwald have been 
nice to hee control and ait keys on either cide of the 
Keyboard ic use uith either and. The time fad cose to 
correct the problem if onssible, A look at uhat une 
qoatleile copmercigity shoed thet either the replacenent 
vevnoerd sas nit puch better than the orisingi, or the 
price is iit hich, or both, Having successfully built 
one for o Timex F066 ond o Timex ipp . the decision une 


‘a w 2 


‘ t 

pame. te bet isl nee fee, the 7 7 : > eS o, 

Resour qar ine ORL, mi happy te report that 
Pr Met ws resi +i mri moż i 

the groiecl wes successful, ond the istal cost we less 
diese, 4 ary 

HHEH i in Maia ‘ 


While browsing though a computer surplus store in 
Santa fing (Ca. a nice keyboard with mechanical key 
suttches was obtained for $5.40. The keybord had a 
numeric pad, a cursor pad and function keys, Sose of the 
keytons uere sissng, but suitable keuytops were used froe 
a Coleco fdas keyboard (wich is o membrane type like the 
one oon the @& and is useless for anything else}. 
Be particularily coreful when selecting a kebord ond 
be sure to get one vith mechanical key suitches, ond rot 
one with capacitive or hale effect suitches. While the 
others are very durable, they uon t work. The sechonical 
key suitches will hwe tuo termingis on each suitch ond 
will show continuity with on ohe meter vhen the later is 
connected across a depressed key cuitch. The other tues 
vill fove three or more terminals. Aucid thes. The size 
of the keyboord is not importont, as it will be sounted 
remotely from the computer. You might be able to mount 
the @ in the keybord cose, but tt will require 
considerchle uork on your port. deco Electronics mas 
comp bkeuypoords in their current catalog which should be 
suitable. Look for the vords “mechanical key switches" in 
the description, ond avoid the Adam or the iate TI 
keyboards (the last is a little tip beed on au om 
personal experience). 


Having obtained a suitable keyboard you vill have to 
beg, build, buy or steal a suitable case for the 
keyboard. I ws given tua LEM terminais uith 
keuboords. The terminals yielded one good 15" black ed 
white monitor uith a high persistence tube ino flickers), 
tuo good Rotron fons, a couple of power supplies that 
could run o small city or anchor a larce cabin cruiser, 
od tuo resote keyboonds, 


The keuhoords were Hole effect ond unuseable ‘sigh, 


they sure hove a nice touch), tut the keubogrd case wao 


suitele for iretalling the surplus keyboard. In adition 
the keybourd case fad a 23 wire shielded cable with a 
[625 25 pin computer connector, That cable was used as a 
conpector to the computer. The keuboord matrix diagram in 
the OL repair maal ugs used to uire up the rev 
keuboard. In doing so, two errors were discoveredin thal 
digorom. Key “i” shouid be in rou 4 column 4 not in rou 4 
column 3 as sham in the diago. key "3" should be in 
roy 4 column 3 ond not row 4 column 4, Key "O should be 
in row 3 column &, and key "3" should be in row 3 column 
5, The disoram shows the reverse of this, 
The numeric pad keus ore connected in parallel uith 
their counterparts in the upper rou of keg. The 
backsoace key is also connected tn parallel with the left 
cursor key, The keys on either side of the space ber uere 
connected in poraliel as control keys. In addition 
paralleli alt keys are connected on either side of the 
keyboard, 


The function keys on this ketord ore above the t 

rot of regular keys, using the læge funciion keutops for 
the Adom keyboard. You con put them wherever you wish, as 
long as they ae oulred correctiu. On mu keuboord the 
function keys were pirea above ihe main keyboard. There 
is considerable flexability in how ugu arrange the cursor 


t 
keys and special keys, You could; in fact uire the 
keuhoord in o Guorgk arrancesent. 


fe ROA i de S een rs ee | rey EENE RUS ADERS LEA met ace 
The  oñiy Cute = PiE thal owas oinciuded on this 
veuhnerd uns o dedicated GELETE keu uhich wher pressed: 


2 $b, ef on) mmmerdt 


= paT brii i z E ETA > š a 
the contral keu pith @ reigue and ù ponani 








later actuates the left cursor key vith another relay, 
jhe sequence is very important, as if the cursor key is 
actuated before the control key, the delete character 
— will not be generated. 

\— Te do this a dable pole dip relay Guailable fron 
Radio Shack) was used to actuate the control key and the 
second set of contacts on the relay actuate a single pole 
dip ratey Also available from Padio Shack) which 
actuates the left cursor key, Since the second relay can 
not pull in until the first one does, there is enough 
delay to assure the correct sequence, The same thing 
could probably be done uith Quod Aralos Suitch Integrated 
circuits, but this crude method works very well. Four AA 
pencells in a holder are used to pouer the relays, but you 
could probably steal power from the computer if yau wish. 
The pencells should lost a long time in normal use, as 
they are only used white the DELETE key is actually 
depressed, 


This seme arrangement con be expanded to include a 
Risht delete key using the right arrou, Tf uou really 
want to an wild you could have a total of TWENTY function 
keys bu using CONTROL FUNCTIGH, SHIFT FUNCTICH, and 
CONTROL SHIFT FURCTION in the some uy. It might be nice 
to have Jen function keys, I may try that sometime just 
for the fun of it. A corrected keyboard matrix diqaram 
is provided, as vell as a digorom of the delete key 
herdvere and a keyboard socket diagram on the main boord. 


I con provide some information on the uad Analog 
suitches, but you are on your can if usu decide to use 
them. I tried them on the 151688 keybord, ard they did 
not work for me. 


he keyboard is ocommnected to the computer im the 
folloving manner. isina the @L service manual as a guide: 
remove the top cover, the micro drives and the main 
board. Solder the leads of a 25 wire ribbon coble to the 
pins of the keutoed sockets on the bottom side of the 
min board. The first nire wires on the left side of the 
cable oo to the nine pin socket WD, with pin #1 being 
the leftmost pin éthe one closest to the expansion 
_ connector), The next 1] pins go to the {f pin keyboard 

cocketiliZ), vith pin #1 again on the left. The other end 

of the ribbon cable is attached to a DB25 socket, ond the 
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EE TORS SET] FOT 

pe o CORECT IBS SOCKET TO BUTTON OF EIAPD-AT Fly tz = 
\ aire exits a slot in the front of the @& case. A metal L 
bracket is super glued to the bottom of the case, and if 
supports the B25 socket, as there is no room to mount 
the socket in the case, Wire the cable ta the keyboard to 


$ 


match the computer, 


ün the TS2868 computer, ribbon cable vos used to 
connect the keyboard to the computer, ond there were no 
problems, You could probably do the the same on the @ if 
uo yish. did not do this as a shielded coble was 
qailatle vith the correct plug already installed. 


Future plans for hordwre inclue on I. B. fi. style 
main case so the computer, the disc drives, the cooling 
fon ond the power supply can be installed in the same 
box, as my computer is spreading out ropidiy, 


When the computer is installed in the P. C. case the 
top cover will be discarded, as the computer runs very 
much cooler uithout it, ond heat problems no longer 
evict, The incident of parts failure should be much lover 
that uay as well, That little box gets too hot in normal 
uee(Sir Uncle Clive quays hod a problem vith heating, | 
hope his neu machine has that problem solved, 


Sincerely, 

Jones J, Cook 

186 E. Evan Hewes Huy. Sp, #6 
El Centre, Ca, 92243 


MOA ABDABOO 


We gre very much indebted to Joe torris for his simple 
but overlooked advice on making it easier to import QUILL 
documents into DESKTOP PUBLISHER. All you have to do is to 
run your"instali_bas” proaram from QUILL and set up a 
printer driver that only hos a corriage returns not a 
carriage return and a linefeed which is what the default is. 
When you do this, ond then enter QUILL, type your document 
ond save it as a “lis” file, it wiil import into DESKTOP 
without any extraneous codes, etc. We thank doe for 
bringing this to our attention. 





So, uhat ve do mo is to set uw in QUILL a 
“desktop” document which is our master. In this ve set our 
page size to 25, our right margin to 68,left to @ and indent 
to 8, without any footers or headers and with zero for the 
upper ond lover margins. We con nou prepara the copy from 
within GUILL which means ve have the ability to vord-vrop. 
SPELLEQUHD verks fine, plus ue have all the commands such 
as "copy; "erase," etc. that DESKTOP does not offer. We nou 
feel this is probeblu one of the best desktop publishing 
systems around when you consider it is only slightly over 
4280 ond that includes the word-processing program, desktop 
prooem and the computer! Now, if they could make it 
laser printer compatible, it vould be really unbelievable, 





Zitesoft has some ney titles out ve wont to drou your 
attention to. A lot of you have heard of 4ATTER ond 
LOCKSHITHE, LOCKSHITHE will ollow you to make on identical 
copy of practically any microdrive original certridge. You 
vould, in a lot of cases, still need to first sake a backup 
and fave an original in drive tuo, but at least this vay you 
con make an archival copy and keep your original safe, 
4HATTER will allow you to make a disk version of protected 
microdrive softwere. | 


We uot to stress thot the use of LOCESHITHE is to help 
end-users vho heve bought softwere protect their originals. 
It is not for blatant copying. 














SREL is 


a serik pom for ur &, Te 
"auto _shrink” f 
Li 


Hie is g basic proorem compiled with 
Liberator and uill allow you to install a RESET BOOT on any 
basic file, You will be asked the nome of the file ond ihe 
limit size of the methine. The lipii size ic the size that 
the aute shrire part of the neu file will shrink to if the 
machine's valid rom size ts greater. In other vords, if you 
select 192k ond your machine has been expended up to 649k, 
then when you boot the file, the auto shrink appendage uill 
check if the ram size is over the 192k and if it is, then 
the machine uill reporti the immenent reset and then do it, 


hi 


Gri any further boot of the same file, the te shrink bit 
vill again check rom size but it vill now only see a 192k 
aachine ond the rest of the program uili corru on from uhere 
it should, 


As well os doing the ove, all files that are 
doctored using guto shrink will auto run. That means that 
even when lomded using the "LISD simerhesic comand, it 
will ruan a if ya d "Ried" ithe file, 


Host shrink programs uili oniy gallou you to shrink to g 
certain size and in deing sosthey can both limit you 
urnecessorily and uili not uork in some ingtonces. Some 
softuare will actually be short of memory if you have shrunk 
to izk ond hwe on interface that cualious menory, 


SIGEUINEER is a MEE 4 SOND screen dump pror. Upon 
booting, you may either edit the printer settings ibuud paper 
size; etc.) or o0 straight into the “LeodSque” meny for 
screens, After louding a screen, wou are put into ELIT sande, 


From this mode, you hove the ability to alter the soreen 
using either sinale keystroke or uou may enter other modes 
that alter the screen's contents. Ai omuti during EDIT 
aide, you con press Fl and a brief description of the 


soil ond pan the screen by cingie pixels, Tou can make g 
mirror image of the screen with even the text goresring 


n d H T . 
tack to front.” There is ala a remliar ootion, 


quiighie commande uili be dicspiqued. You my, for evomple, 


TAGES by Zifasoft will alloy the user to “doctor* 
bad wicrodrive files, somewhat along the lines of Talent's 
CARTRIDGE METIR, AIL of Zitseft's programs ore meant to be 
booted frog mdv2_, be uili keep uou posted on gore neu 


sofiuare from this fine company as if becomes qualieble, 


War 


He gre going to close this month's issue with some more 
RLE pictures, Until next month, ening war R 


Mr, 
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Pictures dounloaded 
from Compuserve 


by Chuck Platt. 
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